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HOUSE BI LL 1837

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Newhouse, Cody and Schual - Ber ke

Read first tine 01/30/2007. Referred to Commttee on Health Care &
VWl | ness.

AN ACT Relating to directing the departnent of health to devel op
guidelines for the safety of individuals who rely upon stretchers and
personal nobility devices; anmending RCW 18. 73. 180; addi ng a new section
to chapter 18.73 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that |icensed
anbul ance services provide high quality service to patients needing
medi cal attention en route as well as to patients who nust be

transported by stretcher. The legislature also finds that there is a
portion of the population that, although traveling in a stretcher, may
not need the level of care that a licensed anbul ance service offers.
For this segnent of the population, there is no |ess expensive
transportation alternative.

The legislature finds that there is a need for clear guidelines to
delineate when it is appropriate to transport patients between health
care facilities and patients who are being rel eased from nedical care
who are capable of being transported safely by stretcher w thout the
use of a |icensed anbul ance service. In addition, the |egislature
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finds that the rights of individuals who rely upon personal nobility
devices in the normal course of their lives nust be protected so that
they nay have appropriate transportation options available to them

Sec. 2. RCwW18.73.180 and 1987 ¢ 214 s 14 are each anended to read
as follows:

O her vehicles not herein defined by this chapter shall not be used
for transportation of patients who nust be carried on a stretcher or
who nmay require nedical attention en route, except that such
transportati on may be used when_

(1) A disaster creates a situation that cannot be served by
i censed anbul ances; or

(2) An individual under the care of a hospital or nursing hone is
to be transferred, while on a stretcher, to another facility or
di scharged from nedical care and the individual neets the
transportation quidelines developed under section 3 of this act as
determ ned by appropriate nedical personnel at the facility.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 18.73 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall develop guidelines to establish when it is
appropriate to transport an individual on a stretcher in a vehicle
other than a |licensed anbul ance when the individual has been under the
care of a hospital or nursing hone and is to be transferred to anot her
facility or discharged fromnedical care. The departnment shall consult
with the state's enmergency nedical program directors for advice and
assi stance in devel oping the guidelines. The guidelines shall:

(a) Assist hospital, nursing honme, and vehicle personnel in
determ ning which individuals who nust be transported on a stretcher
may require nedical attention en route and those individuals who may be
safely transported on a stretcher w thout medical concerns;

(b) Determ ne which personnel at the hospital or nursing honme are
the appropriate nedical personnel to decide that the individual may
safely travel on a stretcher in a vehicle other than a I|icensed
anbul ance; and

(c) Recommend any equi pnent that nust be on the vehicle and any
staffing and training that the vehicle personnel nmust have to ensure
passenger safety.
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(2) Nothing in this section requires that a vehicle other than a
licensed anbulance obtain a license to transport individuals in
accordance with the guidelines. Nothing in this section requires that
the departnent take disciplinary action against a vehicle other than a
i censed anbul ance for failure to neet any recommended training or
equi pnment standards in the guidelines, except that the departnent my
use the guidelines in any case where it is asserted that a vehicle
other than a |icensed anbul ance was used to transport an i ndividual who
shoul d have been transported by a |Iicensed anbul ance.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The departnment of health shall conduct
a pilot project to determne appropriate standards for the safe
transportation of individuals who nmust be transported on a stretcher.
The pilot project nust include one site in the eastern portion of the
state and one site in the western portion of the state. Trips provided
pursuant to the pilot project by a pilot project participant are exenpt
from conpliance with RCW 18. 73. 180 when operating in accordance wth
the terns of the pilot project. The pilot project nust seek to inform
the guidelines established in section 3 of this act regarding issues
such as:

(a) The identification of individuals who need to be transported on
a stretcher and nmust be transported by a |icensed anbul ance or may be
transported by vehicles other than |icensed anbul ances, including
i ndividuals who have recently been discharged from a hospital or
nursi ng hone and individuals who use personal nobility devices in the
normal course of their lives;

(b) The identification of appropriate nedical personnel at
hospitals and nursing honmes who may determ ne whether or not the
gui del i nes have been net to allow an individual to be transported by a
vehicle other than a |icensed anbul ance; and

(c) Recommended personnel training and vehicle equipnment for
vehi cl es other than |icensed anbul ances when transporting an individual
in a prone or supine position.

(2) The pilot project mnust also study best practices for
transporting individuals with disabilities who rely upon personal
nmobility devices in the normal course of their lives, including nethods
for securing an individual's personal nobility device and nethods for
securing atypical nobility devices. In developing the pilot project

p. 3 HB 1837



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

el e ol
o U N WNRER O

and sel ecting best practices, the departnent of health shall consult
wWth representatives of organizations representing people who use
personal nobility devices.

(3) The pilot project may al so study:

(a) Wiich other individuals my be safely transported on a
stretcher in a prone or supine position in a vehicle other than a
Iicensed anbulance, such as obese individuals who need special
accommodat i ons;

(b) Methods for identifying and accommobdating individuals wth
disabilities who rely upon personal nobility devices in the nornal
course of their lives; and

(c) Oher issues that the departnent of health finds warrant
further study.

(4) By Novenber 15, 2009, the departnent of health shall report to
the legislature on the findings of the pilot project and the
devel opment of the guidelines.

--- END ---
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